
3rd TERM
Instruments of the orchestra

The symphony orchestra
(stringed, woodwind, brass and 

percussion instruments) 



1. Introduction
2. The symphony orchestra

2.1. Stirnged instruments
2.2. Woodwind instruments
2.3. Brass instruments
2.4. Percussion instruments.

3. The layout of the orchestra
4. Review activities
5. Project



1. Introduc,on.
Ac,vity 1: Talk to a partner. Have you ever been to a 
concert? What type of music was it? Which instruments were 
played? You can use the following expressions:

Expressions to use:

I went to a ........ concert
There were the following instruments:..... 
I liked/disliked it because....

Music is performed mainly by musical instruments and/or voices. Usually, musical 
instruments are organized into groups, depending on the type of music they play. In 
this unit, we are going to learn something about the largest instrumental group: the 
symphony orchestra.



2. The symphony orchestra.

Activity 1. Listen. Circle some of the instruments 
you hear.

1. Piano 2. Violin 3. Sax 4. Flute 5.Guitar

6. Harp 7. tuba 8. Clarinet 9. Triangle



Activity 2: Do you know how each instrument produces 
sound? In the sentences below, use one of the following words 
to fill the gaps:

a) Some instruments make sound because of the ... ... ... ... . 
inside them – they are called wind instruments.

b) Some instruments make sound because of the ............... 
they have – they are called string instruments. 

c) Some instruments make sound when you ......... or ........... 
them – they are called percussion instruments. 

HIT AIR STRINGS SHAKE



The symphony orchestra is the largest instrumental 
group. It contains up to one hundred instruments from 
three different families: string, wind and percussion. 
Wind instruments are also divided in two groups: 
woodwind (instruments made of wood) and brass 
(instruments made of metal).

The symphony orchestra usually plays classical music. 
There is also a person who organizes and directs the 
orchestra: the conductor, who marks the beat with a 
baton. 



2.1. Stringed instruments
ACTIVITY 1: Here are some string instruments. Match each picture with the name of 
the instrument on the list.

A) B) C)

D) y E)

F) G) H)



SOLUTION:

1. Cello G)
2. Violin D)
3. Double bass C)
4. Viola E)
5. Guitar A)
6. Piano F)
7. Harp H)
8. Clavichord B)



Activity 2. Listen to the following 
stringed instruments and try to guess 
what they are.

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.
6. 
7.
8.



Solu%on:

1) VIOLIN: Bach Par/ta for solo violin No. 3 (I. Preludio) 
h3ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VOkrddp6M8
2) CELLO: Bach 1st Prelude for Solo Cello
h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rrys0E5Yesk 
3) PIANO: Chopin Nocturne Op. 9 No. 2
h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvxS_bJ0yOU 
4) VIOLA: Hindemith Sonata op. 25 no. 1 by 
h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cA6qLsIbLgE 
5) DOUBLE BASS: Carl DiJers von DiJersdorf Concerto for Double Bass (3rd 
movement) h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rFIKDJhkLQ 
6) CLAVICHORD: Bach Par/ta 6.1
h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEDZHQXdM_g 
7) GUITAR: Tárrega “Recuerdos de la Alhambra”
h3ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHNOUPmkFlI 
8) HARP: Tchaikovsky The nutcracker Harp Cadenza
h3p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLccZEPOyDY 



The String family is the largest of the orchestra. They 
are placed just in front of the conductor, forming a 
semicircle. String instruments can be played in different 
ways:

- Rubbing the strings with a bow (violin, viola, cello and 
double bass)
- Plucking the strings with fingers (harp and guitar)
- Pressing keys that pluck the strings (piano and 
clavichord)



Activity 3. Are these sentences true or false? Correct the false 
ones. 

A) The cello is played by plucking the strings with your fingers. 
...............................................................................................

B ) The string family is the smallest of the orchestra.
…............................................................................................

C ) The piano has black and white keys that pluck the strings 
when you press them. 
............................................................................................

D ) The string family sits at the very back of the orchestra.
............................................................................................



Solution:
a) False. By rubbing the strings 
with the bow. 
b) False. It is the largest. 
c) True. 
d) False. Sits at the front of the 
conductor



Activity 4. Listen to the following piece of music. It is 
performed by string instruments. With your partner 
talk about which instruments you think you can hear 
and which ones you cannot hear in the music.

Expressions to use: 
I think I heard.......
I don’t think there is a............
When the melody is like this (sing) I think I heard....... 
The melody is performed by the .........



SOLUTION:

“The Spring” from “The Four Seasons” A. Vivaldi.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3nSvIiBNFo

Instruments that appear in this music: 
violins, violas, cellos, double basses
and clavichord



2.2. WOODWIND INSTRUMENTS: 
ACTIVITY 1: Here are some WOODWIND instruments. Match 
each picture with the name of the instrument on the list.

D)

A) C) 
B)

E)

F)

G) H)



Solution:

1. Saxophone F)
2. Bassoon C)
3. Piccolo B)
4. Oboe D)
5. Flute A)
6. Recorder H)
7. Clarinet E)
8. Contrabasson G)



Ac#vity 2. Listen to the following wood-wind 
instruments and try to guess what they are.

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.
6. 
7.



SOLUTION:

1) CLARINET: Gershwin Rapsody in blue 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPLFnpPdptA 
2) SAXOPHONE: John Coltrane “Alabama” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8j_TDoOPnIA 
3) FLUTE: Bach Partita for flute 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAJ4i1L3y5M 
4) BASSOON: Jazz http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4PhKe_tmJ4 
5) RECORDER: Telemann Canonic Sonata no.1 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdY9ADYm7X8 
6) OBOE: Britten Six metamorphosis after Ovid Op. 49 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVbT8XQkJx8 
7) PICCOLO: fragment https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc8WZbAWE1w



The Woodwind family contains instruments which are made of  wood. 
Some of  them, such as flutes or saxophones, are now made of  other 
materials, but they were once made of  wood, so they are still 
classified as woodwind instruments.

Woodwind instruments produce sound when a player blows into the 
instrument, causing a column of  air that vibrates inside it.

Each woodwind instrument has its own family: instruments with different 
shapes or sizes (bigger or smaller) and different sounds (higher or 
lower). They usually share the same name, but with an extra word that 
refers to the pitch. The words to classify the human voices are used for 
this purpose (soprano, alto, tenor, baritone, bass).



ACTIVITY 3. Answer the following questions:

a) Why is the flute called a woodwind instrument? 
..................................... ...................................................

b) Which instrument do you think sounds higher, the 
bass flute or the alto flute? 
........................................................................................
.



Solution:

1. Because they were once made of 
wood, so they are still classified as 
woodwind instruments.

2. I think the alto flute sounds higher 
than the bass flute. They are from the 
same family but the extra word “alto 
and bass” refers to the pitch.    



Activity 4. Watch this video. It is a 

performance of Manuel de Falla’s “Fire Dance”, 

by five wind instruments. Pay attention to the 

music, and answer the following questions:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n__tRm8uARQ

1. Which instrument plays the melody the first time? 

.........................................................................................

2. Which instruments play the melody the second time?

........................................................................................

3. Look at the five instruments in the video. There is one which is 

not a woodwind instrument!! Which one is the intruder? (If you

don´t know the name, say the number that it sits)

……………………………………………………………………………………

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n__tRm8uARQ


SOLUTION:
1. The instrument that plays the 
melody the first time is the Oboe.
2. The instruments that play the 
melody the second time are flute, 
clarinet and bassoon. 
3. The intruder is the French horn.



2.3. BRASS INSTRUMENTS:

ACTIVITY 1: Here are some BRASS instruments. Match each 
picture with the name of the instrument on the right. 

A) B)

C)

D) E)



Solu%on:

1. Trumpet C)
2. Trombone A) 
3. Bass Trombone B)
4. French horn/Horn D) 
5. Tuba E) 



Activity 2. Listen to the following brass 
instruments and try to guess what 
they are.

1. 
2.
3.
4.



SOLUTION:

1) FRENCH HORN: 
Marais Le Basque http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAc5dEFDkac

2) TUBA: 
Oh Susanna http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbXZV4CkIGA 
3) TRUMPET: 
star wars http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsTbfb4YRuQ 
4) TROMBONE:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rW4y2QB5AA 



Activity 3: Listen to this piece of music by Mussorgsky. The beginning is 
performed by brass instruments. There is one instrument playing the melody 
in a solo, and then the rest repeat what the first instrument played.

Which brass instrument is the soloist? Circle it.

TRUMPET TUBA TROMBONE HORN



Piece: Mussorgsky “Pictures of an 
exhibition”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5tOVQsLKrA

The soloist: Trumpet 



2.4. PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS: (1)

ACTIVITY 1: Here are some percussion instruments. Match each 
picture with the name of the instrument on the list.

A) B) C)

D) E) F)

G)

H) I) J)



SOLUTION:

1. Castanets E
2. Sleigh bell F
3. Timpani J
4. Snare and tenor drum I
5. Cymbals B
6. Xylophone D
7. Vibraphone G
8. Glockenspiel A
9. Triangle C
10. Tambourine H



The Percussion family contains instruments that are 
played by hitting, shaking or beating. (4)

The percussion family is placed at the very back of the 
orchestra. The instruments do not normally appear all 
at the same time.

Percussion instruments are usually classified into two 
groups: 
- Pitched instruments: which can produce certain 
pitches (notes).
- Unpitched instruments: which produce sounds 
without a certain pitch.



Activity 2: With a partner decide which instruments from activity 
1 are pitched or unpitched. Give reasons: (5)

Activity 3: Now put the instruments in this table.

Pitched Unpitched



PITCHED UNPITCHED

-TIMPANI
-XYLOPHONE
- VIBRAPHONE
-GLOCKENSPIEL

-CASTANETS
-SLEIGH BELL
-SNARE DRUM
-CYMBALS
-TRIANGLE
-TAMBORINE



Activity 4: In groups of 8 we are going to play different percussion instruments. After 
that we are going to say…. (6)
A) The name of the instrument: The name of this instrument is ___________

- Maracas.
- Tambourine.
- Triangle.
- Woodblock
- Castanets
- Sleight bell
- Cymbals.
- Xylophone
- Glockenspiel

B) The way that you play it: The way that I play this instrument is ___________
- Shaking
- Hitting with a stick.
- Hitting with my hand.
- Hitting together.

C) This instrument is pitched/unpitched because you can/can´t produce certain 
pitches.





3. THE LAYOUT OF THE ORCHESTRA:

The instruments in a symphony orchestra are usually arranged in a specific 
way: each instrument has its own place. They are grouped in families: first, 
the string family; behind them, the woodwind family; then the brass 
instruments, and finally, the percussion section. The piano and the harp do 
not always appear in the orchestra – there are several pieces of music which 
do not need them. When they do appear, they are normally behind the first 
violins



Activity 1. Imagine that you are the conductor of an orchestra. You have to 
know where each instrument sits.

Work in pairs. You have a text explaining the place of each instrument, but 
there are words missing. There are two different versions of the text (A and 
B), one is for you and the other for your partner. Your teacher/assistant will 
read the text aloud, while you fill in the gaps with the words you hear. 
Afterwards, compare your text with your partner and complete the words you 
didn’t understand.

Text A
Text B 



Activity 2: Fill in the blank plan of an orchestra. Write the name 
of the instruments in the appropriate place, following the 
directions given in the text above. 

The family just in front of the conductor is the string family. It goes, from left to right, 
from the highest to the lowest instrument of this family. Violins are divided in two 
groups (firsts and seconds). Double basses sit behind the cellos. The piano sits in the 
smallest place on the left, next to the violins. The harp is beside it.
Percussion instruments sit at the very back of the orchestra. In front of them is the 
brass section (trumpets, trombones and tubas from left to right). A row in front of 
them, we find clarinets, bassoons and French horns from left to right. Oboes sit in 
front of the bassoons. Flutes are next to them, behind the violas.

Picture: Material AICLE. 1º de ESO: Instruments of the orchestra, pag 23, Activity 2.



Do you want to be a millionare?

- In groups of four, make 5 questions and 4 
possible answers (options A, B, C and D).

- Then, we play your game! Each group
reads a question and the next to them, 
answeres A, B, C or D 



4. Review activities:

4. 1. “The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra”.

You are going to listen to a piece of music called “The Young Person’s Guide 
to the Orchestra”.

The piece “The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra” was composed by 
Benjamin Britten for a BBC educational documentary, to show and teach the 
instruments and family of instruments in a symphony orchestra. 

It was subtitled “Variations and Fugue on a Theme of Purcell” because the 
composer used an old melody originally composed by Henry Purcell. 

The piece has three parts: at the beginning, the main theme is presented six 
times by the different families of instruments; then, each instrument 
performs a variation of the theme (there are 13 variations); finally, all the 
instruments perform the fugue together. The fugue is an old, complex musical 
piece.



Activity 1. Listening “The Young Person’s Guide to the 
Orchestra” and complete the table below.

You are going to work on the two first sections: the theme and the variations. Listen to 
the music and write which family of instruments (in the theme) or which instrument 
(in the variations) is playing each time. The first ones have been done to help you.
Be careful! The music does not stop from one variation to the next, so you have to 
listen for the change of instruments. Your teacher will help and guide you over the 
listening.

Theme Variations
1. Full orchestra
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.



THEME VARIATIONS
1. Full orchestra
2. Woodwind
3. Brass
4. Strings
5. Percussion
6. Full orchestra

1. Flutes and 
piccolo

2. Oboe
3. Clarinet
4. Bassoon
5. Violins
6. Violas

7. Cellos
8. Double Bass
9. Harp
10. French Horn
11. Trumpet
12. Trombone
13. Percussion   
instruments



4. 2. “Peter and the Wolf”
You are going to listen to another piece of music called “Peter 
and the Wolf”.

“Peter and the Wolf” is a composition by Sergei Prokofiev (1891-
1953) written in 1936 as a children’s story, spoken by a narrator 
and performed by the orchestra. Each character in the story has 
a particular instrument and a musical theme, which is called a 
“leitmotiv”.



Activity 1. Listen to the beginning of the piece. Here is the text spoken 
by the narrator, but there are some words missing. Fill in the gaps with 
the words you hear.

Each character, in this story, is represented by a different 1. _______ .
The bird by the  2. ___________
The duck by the 3. _____________
The cat, by the 4. ______________
The 5. _________ by the  basson. 
The wolf, is represented by three…, nasty, smelly 6. __________ 
Peter is represented by the 7. __________ of the orchestra. 
And the blast of the hunters’ shotguns, by the 8.  ___________ and 
the big bass drums.

And so, if are you sitting comfortably? You are all relax? Once upon a 
time, early one morning, Peter open to the gate and went out to the 
….



These are the characters:
bird:
duck:
cat:
grandfather:
wolf:
Peter:
hunter’s shotguns:



The characters and the
instruments:
Bird: flute
Duck: Oboe
Cat: Clarinet
Grandfather: Basson
Wolf: French horn
Peter: strings
Hunter´s shotguns:timpany + Bass drum



In 1946, Walt Disney produced an animated dramatization 
of Prokofiev’s composition. This version makes several 
changes to the original score, for example the animals have 
names, and the end of the story is different.

Activity 2:Watch Disney’s version of “Peter and the 
Wolf”. While watching, take notes on what happens in 
the story. At the end, working in groups of three, 
compare your notes with the rest of the group, and 
write a summary of the story of “Peter and the Wolf”.

NOTES:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________



This version makes several changes to the original story. For example:

1. During the character introduction, the pets are given names: "Sasha" the bird, 
"Sonia" the duck, and "Ivan" the cat.
2. As the cartoon begins, Peter and his friends already know there is a wolf nearby and
are preparing to catch him.
3. The hunters get names in a later part of the story: "Misha", "Yasha", and "Vladimir".
4. Peter daydreams of hunting and catching the wolf, and for that purpose exits the
garden carrying a wooden 2pop gun”. 
5 .At the end, in a reversal of the original (and to make the story more child-friendly), 
the narrator reveals that the duck Sonia has not been eaten by the wolf. Earlier in the 
film, the wolf is shown chasing the duck, who hides in an old tree's hollow trunk. The 
wolf attacks out of view and returns in view with some of the duck's feathers in his 
mouth, licking his jaws. Peter, the cat, and the bird assume the duck has been eaten. 
After the wolf has been caught, the bird Sasha is shown mourning the duck. The duck 
comes out of the tree trunk at that point, and they are happily reunited

In 1957, for one of his television programs, Disney recalled how Prokofiev himself 
visited the Disney studio, eventually inspiring the making of this animated version. 
Disney used pianist Ingolf Dahl, who resembled Prokofiev, to re-create how the 
composer sat at a piano and played the themes from the score.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop_gun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingolf_Dahl


5. PROJECT: The instruments of the orchestra.

Divide the class into four groups. Each group chooses one family of instruments. Each student chooses one 
instrument from the selected family (your teacher can help you). Then, look for information about each 
instrument, and prepare a research project, which explores the features of each instrument in the family. 

The project should be presented in the following ways:
A written project.
And a spoken presentation with audiovisual support (2 minutes each instrument)

The scheme must consist of the following tips:

Some information about creator (if known) and when first appeared.
Family.
Characteristics (shape, color, material, how it is played)
Sound.
Pictures of the instrument.
Musical pieces in which the instrument plays an important role.
Play some recordings of a piece in which the instrument plays an important role. (for the spoken presentation)

Delivery date of the written project: __________________________________

Delivery date of the spoken presentation: _____________________________

Internet links:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/orchestras/learn/guidetotheorchestra
http://www.philharmonia.co.uk/thesoundexchange/the_orchestra/instruments/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/orchestras/learn/guidetotheorchestra
http://www.philharmonia.co.uk/thesoundexchange/the_orchestra/instruments/


Group 1: Strings instruments:
1.Cello
2. Violin
3. Double bass
4. Viola
5. Guitar
6. Piano
7. Harp
8. Clavichord 

Group 2: Woodwind instruments:
1. Saxophone
2. Bassoon
3. Piccolo
4. Oboe
5. Flute
6. Recorder
7. Clarinet.
8. Contrabasson
Group 3: Brass instruments:

1. Trumpet
2. Trombone 
3. Bass Trombone
4. French horn/Horn. 
5. Tuba 

Group 4: Percussion instruments:

1. Castanets 
2. Sleigh bell 
3. Timpani
4. Snare and tenor drum 
5. Cymbals 
6. Xylophone 
7. Vibraphone
8. Glockenspiel
9. Triangle 
10. Tambourine.


